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cholarly resource in onh America, a resource that wi ll prove to be he lpful
not only to Italiani ts but to bibliophiles a well.
Ilona Klein
Loyola
liege in Mar la nd

ara ingha P. ii, William, Lord Herbert of Pembroke (c. 1507- /5 70), Politiqueand
Patriot, Edwin Mellen Press, 19 8.
In this biographica l study, ii has reworked pan of his 1978 niver ity
of Oregon di sertation to give us a heav ily documented (49 of J 77 page are
endnotes) but brief portrait of William , Lo1·d Herbert of Pembroke, who
erved four of the five Tudor mona1·ch ·. Appear ing as volume 6 in the
" tudie in British Hi tory" eries, it goes a long wa toward clearing
up several widely held mi concepti n about Herben' career, mi sco nce ptions begun by the tu a rt an t iquary John Aubrey in hi s book B rief Lives.
1ot wanting to write an "apologia" for Herbert's ca reer,
ii et out to
"j udge the earl's intention and dec isions on the basi or the ava ilab le
ev idence ... [and] ... to rescue a colourful figure from the du. tbin of history."
He is more ucce ful in the first of these two aims.
ii ' b ok reveals a H rbert who wa more than the illiterate, unmannerl ,
and un crupulou chemer some have made him out to be. Married
to atherine Pan' edu ated younger sister Anne, attorne general of
Glamorgan, pre idem of the Marches of Wales, lord lieutenant of Wiltshire,
adviser to omer et and orthumberl and , member of Edward VI' , Jar 's,
and Elizabeth's privy counci ls, execut01· of Henry V1II ' will, and lord steward
of Elizabeth's household, Herben had wealth, mi litary abilitie , a nd a
favorable marriage that a lwa ys kept him clo tO the enter of power. All
this implies that he was more than "a n unlettered a nd uncu ltured country
lod."
An Erastian who patronized both atho lics and Prote tant and neve r
a ll owed hi religious co nscience to interfere with hi · public life, he was
"a moderate who preferred a Politique path in r ligion a he did in politic. "
A man who "excelled in the art of urviva l," Herbert at in judgment n hi
patron omer et, later b tra ed Northumberland, upportcd Lad Jane Gr '
brief government, then ki ll fully p laced himself in th s rvi ce of Mar when
he ame tO power, and eventually was no less uc e fu l in weathering
Elizabeth' o casional storms. He r ightly boasted 1.ha1. he owed hi ur ival
in uch treacherous times to his abilit to "lean on both sides of the ta ir ."
Thi book's curious introdu tion takes the reader first through a erie
of personalit sketches of Henr VIII , Ed\ ard VI , Mary, and Elizabeth. While
these are ente rtaining and marginall y helpful in setting the tage for Herbert's
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ca reer, o ne i disposed Lo ask wh y a sho rt bi ogra ph y of Pembrok e spends
o mu ch tim e o n th e personalities of Engli h rul e rs alread y well kn o wn LO
a nyo ne inclined Lo read th is boo k. 1ore u seful is th e introdu ction 's ove r·view of th e Tudo r ho use hold, wh ere H erb ert served for o m any year .
One wi shes th at Sil had all o wed the perso na lity of Herbert LO em erge
with m o re style. O cca io nally we catch a glimp e of a colo rful a nd ecce ntric
Engli h no bl ema n o f the kind with whi ch E ngli sh hi w r y is fill ed , but a las,
each tim e he e me rges stillborn . It is also unfortunate Lh at the Edwin Mellen
Press fai led LO bind e ight pages of e ndn o te in cha pters I and 4. T he fac t
th at thi s is no t typ eset, but a product of de k-to p publishin g with an
occasio na l pho tocop y mudge, a lso lea ves the r eader qu es ti o ning Me ll en 's
co mmitm e nt to an oth e rwise useful boo k.
F. J e ffrey Platt
r o nh e rn Ari zo na Uni ver ity

Leo nard Te nn e nho use, Power on Display: The Politics of hakespeare's Genre,
M thu e n, 19 6.
Leonard Te nn en ho u e's "new hi sto ri cal" stud y Power on Display devo tes
almos t as ma n page to a na ly es o f idn ey's Arcadia a nd to J acobea n ity
com edi es as it d oes to ha kes peare. Alth o ugh th ese a nalyses m ay be
use ful in th e ir ow n ri ght, th ey prove nothin g in res pect to th e politic of
Shake peare's ge nres. In fa t, th e boo k it elf d oes no t ultima tely prove
a nythin g new a bo ut Sha kespea re's genre s, despi te m uch stra ining o f logic,
some disto rted readin g of th e pla themselves, a nd the usual uncritical cita·
tio n of the curre nt heroes of new h isto ri cism: Ba khtin, Fo ucault, G1-cenbl att,
a nd o th ers.
Inte rpreting a selected number of Sha kes pea re's plays in a disconcertingly
literal fa hi o n, thus ig no ring th e possibility of iro ny, Te nnenh o use a e rt
but never adequ ate ly proves th a t "like th e scaffold o r th e fea Lta ble, . .. the
stage was a place fo r di semina ting an ico nogra phy o f tate" (J 6). Altho ugh
thi for ed analogy may be partl y true o f co urt masqu es (a nd even th ese often
a u e mpted LO teach th e king hi s du ty), it is no t true o f the publi c stage, whi ch
the mo narch )' alway· fea red as a possibl e breedin g gro und for politica l a nd
religio us in urrecti o n. To argue, as Ten ne nh o use d oes, tha t hake peare was
a toad y fo r Quee n Eli zabeth a nd late r for J a mes I is a b urd. Like th e la ter
Mo liere, ha kes peare kn ew very we ll ho w to natter royalty with o ne hand a nd
criti ize r·oyal fo ll y, po mp, and tyran ny with th e o ther; but, unlike his co nte mpora ry Be nJ n o n, he was neve r ca ught a t thi s du p li city by th e auth o riti es.
"Ritua ls o f La te," the mo t successful chapte r of Power on Display, co nce rn the hi sto ry plays, a mo ng whi ch Te nn e nh o u se in ludes H amlet.

